The development of the lateral functions and reading ability.
This study demonstrates a relationship between the development of two progressive processes: (1) language function in the brain, and (2) reading ability. The data suggest that different degrees of hemispheric asymmetry for speech appear to be advantageous as the various phases of reading are approached. The progression of laterality appears to be from little asymmetry between the right and left ears (ambilaterality) in the earliest learning-to-read stages (at 5, 6 and 7 years of age) when both sides of the brain are necessary for the vast amount of visual-spatial as well as linguistic information which must be processed, to a maximum asymmetry in the later, fluent reading stage (in those 8 years and older) when the language side of the brain, usually the left, appears to be specialized for this skill.